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LA County Library Recognized as a 2023 Recipient  
of Nation’s Highest Museum and Library Honor 

National Medal for Museum and Library Service Recognizes  
LA County Library’s Community Contributions  

 
LOS ANGELES, CA—The Institute of Museum and Library Services announced LA County Library was selected as one 
of eight recipients of the 2023 National Medal for Museum and Library Service, the nation’s highest honor given to 
museums and libraries that make significant and exceptional contributions to their communities. Over the past 29 
years, the award has celebrated institutions that are making a difference for individuals, families, and communities.  
 
“IMLS is delighted to announce the eight worthy recipients of the 2023 National Medal for Museum and Library 
Service, including LA County Library.” said IMLS Director Crosby Kemper. “LA County Library meets the needs of one 
of the most complex and diverse communities in the nation.” 

Founded in 1912, LA County Library is one of the largest and most innovative library systems in the US, serving 3.4 
million residents across 3,000 square miles through its 85 community libraries, 1 institutional library, and mobile fleet 
of 15 vehicles. It provides culturally responsive and dynamic collections, programs, and services to meet the literacy, 
information, personal enrichment, and entertainment needs of all residents across Los Angeles County. 

Selected from 30 national finalists, the 2023 National Medal for Museum and Library Service winners represent 
institutions that provide dynamic programming and services that exceed expected levels of service. Through their 
community outreach, these institutions bring about change that touches the lives of individuals and helps 
communities thrive.        

“It is a profound and humbling honor to be selected as a winner of the 2023 National Medal for Museum and Library 
Service from among so many vital cultural institutions across the nation,” said Library Director Skye Patrick. “I am 
proud of our extraordinary team here at LA County Library, who embody outstanding customer service, help make 
our libraries the welcoming community hubs they are, and routinely inspire residents to learn and grow throughout 
all stages of their lives. We accept this award on behalf of the communities of Los Angeles County that we have the 
privilege to serve every day, by removing barriers to access and increasing equitable opportunities for all.” 
 
The award will be presented at a ceremony this summer in Washington, DC. For a complete list of 2023 recipients 
and to learn more about the National Medal winners, visit the IMLS website. 
 
About the Institute of Museum and Library Services  
The Institute of Museum and Library Services is the primary source of federal support for the nation's libraries and 
museums. We advance, support, and empower America’s museums, libraries, and related organizations through 
grantmaking, research, and policy development. Our vision is a nation where museums and libraries work together to 
transform the lives of individuals and communities. To learn more, visit www.imls.gov and follow us on Facebook  
and Twitter. 
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About LA County Library  

Founded in 1912, LA County Library is one of the largest and most innovative library systems in the US. It provides 
culturally responsive and dynamic collections, programs, and services to meet the literacy, information, personal 
enrichment, and entertainment needs of all residents across Los Angeles County. Dedicated to reducing barriers and 
increasing equitable access for all, LA County Library serves 3.4 million residents across 3,000 square miles through 
its 85 community libraries, 1 institutional library, and mobile fleet of 15 vehicles, including 4 Bookmobiles, 6 MākMō 
(maker mobiles), 3 early literacy vehicles, and 2 mobile outreach vehicles. To learn more, visit LACountyLibrary.org 
and follow @LACountyLibrary on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, TikTok, and YouTube.  
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